
Welcome to Sacred Heart Primary 
School



• Pupils really enjoy coming to Sacred Heart Primary. Teachers make 
sure that learning is interesting and fun. 

• Pupils are proud of their school. They appreciate their teachers’ 
hard work and commitment . They are happy and say their 
teachers take good care of them.

• Staff work well together as a team and have the pupils’ best 
interests at heart. They set high standards from the early years 
upwards.

• Pupils behave well in lessons and around the school. They are 
kind to each other. The school promotes its values through its 
Catholic ethos. Pupils model these values through acts of 
kindness, by listening to other pupils’ views and by accepting 
people’s differences.

• Teachers encourage pupils to be inquisitive learners.
• Children in the early years settle in swiftly and quickly develop 

their reading skills. 
• Ofsted 2019 the full report is available on our school 

website                                  sacredheartluton.org.uk



• Sacred Heart is an outstanding school. Pupils fully participate in and 
respond joyously to the outstanding provision for collective worship and 
prayer life of the school.

• Parents praise the standard of care shown by all staff and the strong 
sense of community within Sacred Heart School.

• The extent to which pupils benefit from the Catholic life of the school is 
outstanding. Pupils are proud of their school and show concern for  the 
well being of others.

• Children learn well because work engages their interest. Pupil 
participation is actively encouraged and differentiated work set that 
allows all pupils to achieve.

• Outstanding practice in the Foundation Stage was very evident in the 
enthusiastic children who were fully engaged in the well planned 
activities provided.

• The school is vibrant and rich with religious art that has been created 
collaboratively

May 2017

Full report is available on 
our school website                                       
sacredheartluton.org.uk



• Year 1 in 2019 98% of our children passed the Phonic Screening . 
The Luton Average 79% was and  the National Average  was 82%  

• In KS1 (Year 2) 80% of our children achieved the expected level in reading.
The Luton Average was 71% and  the National Average was 75%

• KS2 (Year 6) 70% of our children achieved the expected level in reading. 
The Luton Average was 70% and  the National Average  was 73%

• In KS1 (Year 2) 75% of our children achieved the expected level in writing. 
The Luton Average was 64% and  the National Average was  69%

• KS2 (Year 6) 74% of our children achieved the expected level in writing. 
The Luton Average was 73% and  the National Average  was 78%

• KS2(Year 6 ) 83% of our children achieved the expected level in grammar, 
punctuation and spelling. 
The Luton Average was 78% and  the National Average  was 78% 

• In KS1 (Year 2) 80% of our children achieved the expected level in maths.
The Luton Average was 73% and  the National Average was  76%

• KS2 (Year 6) 81% of our children achieved the expected level in maths. 
The Luton Average was 75% and  the National Average  was 79%



God be in my head,

And in my understanding;

God be in my eyes,

And in my looking;

God be in my mouth

And in my speaking;

God be in my heart,

And in my thinking. 

Amen

Jesus at the Heart of all that we do 



Our Vision 





What makes us special?
RE Lessons 

• We devote 10% of our curriculum time to RE in which we follow the diocesan programme ‘Come and See’. This equates to 2 
and a half hours at KS2 and two hours at KS1. 

• Reflections and ‘Big Questions’ enable pupils of all ages to consider a range of ethical , moral and philosophical  concepts 
and questions. 

• To encourage this discussion to spread to the home environment  we also send our big question home every week, this is 
known as Tuesday Talk. 

• As part of our RE programme we also learn about other faiths thereby celebrating  diversity, respect and equality.

Assemblies 
• Assemblies at both Key Stages take place twice a week, where we come together to celebrate the achievement of our 

children both academic and extra curricular . 
• We often focus on reading and reflecting on the Sunday Gospel with the children.
• Frequently our assemblies are led by our Faith Ambassadors.



Faith Ambassadors



Prayer bag launch



In our classroom
Every classroom in our school has a special corner where we have our prayer table. The prayer table
reflects the liturgical season of the Church’s year and is used as a focal point in our daily prayer and RE
lessons.

We start and end our day in prayer and on a weekly basis children take part in class meditation. This is
an opportunity for everybody to spend a quiet moment in prayer. This happens throughout the school
right from our very youngest children in Foundation Stage.





Parental Involvement  
• As parents you will be warmly invited to join us in the First 

Friday Mass of the month, during which the children take part 
in liturgy by reading and singing. Our foundation stage 
children normally join us for the special feast days throughout 
the year, then as they move into year 1, on a more regular 
basis.

• At KS2 every class usually has a class mass during the course 
of the year in their classroom. This is such a lovely, intimate 
experience and one that is beautifully prepared by the pupils 
themselves. 

• Something which we  introduced last year is a morning class 
meditation/reflection which parents are invited to come along 
to for the first 10mins of the day. So far this has received a 
really positive response from pupil and parents.



Outstanding Practice in RE 

“Progress is secure across the school and especially rapid 
in Reception where children quickly absorb basic 

concepts, symbolism and religious language. The pupils 
outstanding attitudes to learning makes a positive and 

significant contribution to their achievement.”

“Pupils fully participate in and respond joyously to the  
outstanding provision for collective worship and prayer 

life of the school. Catholic identity permeates daily life.”

May 16th 2017



• A rapid learn to read and write programme.
• In place for 7 years and led by a highly skilled staff with 

regular training.
• Managed by RWI leader who co-ordinates reading across the 

school.
• Children are assessed and grouped every 6 weeks so they make 

quick progress.
• Daily one to one tutoring is given to those who need it.
• As a result at least 96% of children are reading by age 6.
• We are a Model School for RWI
• We have had the highest phonic scores in Luton for the last 4 

years.



Singapore 
Maths in Key 

Stage 1



Number in the Early Years

We use a scheme called ‘Singapore Maths’ to teach the children core
mathematics skills in number. The resources used help to support the children’s
understanding and develop their key skills for problem solving. This is a very
practical approach to teaching number. It involves a concept called Subitizing
where children learn to know how many there are just by looking. We also use a
10 frame to support the visual understanding of number bonds to 10.



Singapore 
Maths

Having fun trying 
to unlock the 

treasure chest.

Recording number 
bonds to 10 in the 

Early Years.



Fun with Mathematics!

Teaching 
children
How to subtract 
through a game 
of bowling. 

Children learning 
to use 
mathematical 
vocabulary to talk 
about shape, size 
and position. Here 
the children made 
shape monsters.

Gaining an 
awareness of 
addition by 
children hanging 
socks along the 
washing line 
during role-play



Year 1 and Year 2
As the children move into year 1 they build on the teaching from 

Foundation Stage. Children are introduced to concepts such part/whole 
and bar modelling (a strategy which uses models to solve word problems).

When the children move into Year 2 they are preparing for their SATS.



Year 1 to Year 6

The children work through a 
Singapore Maths Scheme 



C. Concrete – This is the ‘doing’ stage. During this stage children use concrete
objects to model problems. This allows the children to handle physical
(concrete) objects.

When teaching Singapore maths we follow 
the CPA approach –

For example, if a problem involves adding pieces of fruit, children can first 
handle actual fruit. From there, they can progress to handling abstract 
counters or cubes which represent the fruit.



P. Pictorial – This is the ‘seeing’ stage. Here visual representations of
concrete objects are used to model problems. Building or drawing a model
makes it easier for children to grasp difficult abstract concepts.

A. Abstract –This is the ‘symbolic’ stage, where children use abstract
symbols to model problems (such as mathematical symbols).



As you can see, Singapore maths focuses 
on teaching for mastery and the 

programme is designed to improve the 
maths confidence of all learners. 



Introducing the ABC 

Sacred Heart Primary School - Luton



An overview of the ABC

• Our Anti-Bullying Club has been running for a long time – since 2009!

• You have to apply to become an Anti-Bullying ambassadors, once you 
have been trained, you stay as an ambassador until you leave the 
school.  We have lots of events to top up training.

• We meet monthly, with extra meetings if children need extra help or 
there is something special to work on.

• Every year, we form a plan of things that we would like to do.  Some 
of these things are new and some are things that work that are 
ongoing.



This is what our 
plan looked like 

for last year.

We aim to build 
on what has 

gone well as well 
as build on this.

We are always on 
the look out for 

new ideas!



Our work…

• We see our work as having two main strands.

• Firstly, we aim to tackle bullying directly.  This involves helping 
children on the playground, intervening in problems, showing 
children how to play together and buddying up with children who are 
having a bad time.

• Secondly, we work to develop the ethos of the school.  This means 
developing the spirit of the school through the way we treat each 
other. In this way, bullying can become less as we are taught to think 
of others.

• Can we show you some examples of how this looks…



Younger children 
especially look up to the 

ABC.

We play a big role in 
helping them have happy 

playtimes.



This could involve 
showing children how to 

play together, taking 
turns and sharing fairly.

Here some children are 
being taught how to play 

ring games.



Being a role model is 
really important.

Here some members of 
the ABC are 

demonstrating good 
sportsmanship, as well as 

having fun!



We lead assemblies often about key topics, for example being an 
upstander or showing respect.



We run regular 
workshops for target year 

groups on topics that 
come up through our 

questionnaires.

For example –
Making Friends and 

Staying Friends

Think Before You Speak

Moving on Up



Children who consistently show acts of kindness are invited to Tea and Cakes with 
Mrs Cullen, our Headteacher or Story and Sweets with the ABC.



We worked with the Diana 
Award to create a video to 

celebrate changing the 
dictionary definition of 

bullying.



We run Smile Days 
where we give 

awards for the best 
smiles and we greet 

parents and 
children in the 

morning.

Smile Stations are 
set up on the 

playgrounds too.



We ran an ABC Photo 
booth to encourage 

positive attitudes to each 
other, and to have a lot of 

fun!



We ran a Kindness Day 
which involved lots of 
lessons, activities and 

games around being kind.



We attend regular training 
which keeps us up to date and 

refreshes our ideas and 
enthusiasm for our work.

New ABC members have in 
school training with Mrs 

Winslet.

We attend Diana Award 
Regional Training.

Upskill Training from the 
Diana Award helps to make 

develop our skills.

We regularly attend Anti-
Bullying Conferences.

Other schools have come to 
visit us to see what we do and 

how we do it.



On 13th October 2017 the 
Sacred Heart ABC was 

awarded its second 
national Diana Award at 
Barclays Headquarters in 

London.



In 2019 we were awarded 
a Diana Wellbeing Award.




